





July      , 2007

Frank R. Weathersbee

Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney

7 Church Circle, Suite 200

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Mr. Weathersbee:


I would like to thank you and your deputies for your combined vigilant efforts to prosecute Kelly Schreck for the 27 counts relating to the crimes committed against the 7 dogs in her care.


There are times I ask myself, “What kind of society are we becoming?”  Everyday we are bombarded with news stories that horrify us with details that denote the lack of consideration and compassion for life.  Although nothing changes for the victims of crimes, the violators of the most heinous crimes, when convicted, face mandatory or lengthy sentences.


There are so many horrific aspects to the Schreck case.  The victims are considered “property” because they were animals.  Crimes committed against these victims are classified as “misdemeanor” because they are “merely” dogs.  Although we realize you as the State’s Attorney can not change the laws or the sentence, we are asking that you try to seek the maximum allowable sentence in this case.  We ask that you consider how long it takes for a 140 pound dog to wait, and linger, until it weighs a mere 31 pounds.  We ask that you consider before taking a plea agreement that might place the sentencing consecutive instead of concurrent, the pain and suffering that these dogs endured, as they waited, for weeks, locked in rooms, in crates, and in the basement, for the person who was responsible, for the person they trusted, to bring them food and water or if nothing else, help from a multitude of available agencies.


As human beings we are all given a responsibility that extends to all life forms.  Without it, we are not really human at all.  There is a prayer that is often heard, but perhaps not as much as it should be, “Dear Father, hear and bless, thy beast and singing birds, and guard with tenderness, small things that have no words.”


We are speaking for them now.  


Thank you again for all that you and your office have accomplished.  Please continue your great effort and we will support you in any way that we can—including lobbying for harsher animal cruelty laws in the future.      





Sincerely,

